Title of article

Does African “corruption” exist?

Author(s)

William De Maria

Authors’ biographies

Dr Bill De Maria teaches ethics and government-business
relations in the UQ Business School at the University of
Queensland. The central focus of all of his work is the
development of critical analysis. His current research interests
are in the areas of organisationally imposed silence and secrecy,
and corruption with a particular focus on Africa. He has been a
visiting fellow to Transparency International's world
headquarters in Berlin. His critique of the Corruption Perception
Index is due for publication soon. His research has been
published nationally and internationally and in 2007 his award
winning analysis of international whistleblower legislation was
published.

Journal African Journal of Business Ethics
Issue Vol. 2, No 1, 2007
ISSN 1817-7417

Authors’ contact details

William de Maria

UQ Business School

The University of Queensland
AUSTRALIA
b.demaria@business.ug.edu.au

Abstract

This paper travels into what De Sardan calls the unexplored
“social mechanisms of corruption” (1999, p. 25). One of the
great contemporary assignments for ethics, sociology and
ethnography scholarships is accounting for the enormous
distance between judicial, political and donor condemnation of
African “corruption” on one hand and their frequency,
banalisation and outright cultural legitimacy by ordinary people
on the other. To do this the paper is set within the unremitting
colonialism that is the African tragedy. It depicts the current
interventions by the West into African “corruption” as the third
wave of colonialism, and anticipates two further waves. Using
the outlooks of a post-colonial ethnography I explore the
western takeover of the management of African corruption and
consider the motives that drive this new colonialism.
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